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MONTHLY NOTES. 


friends in large numbers. 


new departure, fraught, it may be, with important consequences, has appeared 
the of the extreme High Church party. Hitherto they have been 
as holding equally with Evangelicals the inspiration and trustworthiness 
of Holy Scripture, but in the lately published volume of essays entitled “Lua Mundi,” 
edited by the Head of Pusey House, Oxford, the Rev. C. Gore, there is proclaimed 
a complete surrender to the modern German school of criticism on points which 
have hitherto been considered of vital importance to Christianity. Happily this 
departure from principles so long maintained seems confined to the younger 
members of the High Church school, for Archdeacon Denison and Canon Liddon, 
to their honour be it spoken, have raised a loud protest against it. The former 
thus writes: ‘‘ A question is forced upon the English people of infinitely deeper 
moment and wider concern in all its aspects immediate and remote, than that 
about rites and ceremonies. ‘The New Criticism,’ of which Mr. Gore in the book 
called ‘ Luw Mundi’ is the apologist, proceeds upon the assumption that our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ did not know in His time upon earth what is the historic 
value of the Scriptures, but that the New Criticism does know, and is therefore 


able to accept or to reject.” | 
K 


Tux anniversary meetings of the Missionary and other societies, commencing 
from the last week in April and continuing through May, offers the opportunity 
which the Council of the Evangelical Alliance have for many years gladly | 
embraced to invite brethren of the various churches from many parts of the 
kingdom, and from other lands, to meet together for social intercourse and 
fellowship. The Conversazione this year will (p.v.) be held on Tuesday, the 
18th inst., and by the kindness of the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Angus, in the rooms of 
Regent's Park College, when the Council hope to welcome their members and 
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Canon Liddon has preached an eloquent sermon on the subject in St. Paul's 
Cathedral, which has since been published under the title of “The Worth of 
the Old Testament.” In this he points out with considerable force that if the 
ideas of modern criticism are to be accepted as true, the trustworthiness of our 
Lord Himself must be given up. “Was He . . . indeed mistaken as to the 
real worth of those Scriptures to which He so often and so confidently appealed ? 
There are those who profess to bear the Christian name, and yet do not shrink 
from saying as much as this. But they will find it difficult to persuade 
mankind that if He could be mistaken on a matter of such strictly religious 
importance as the value of the sacred literature of His countrymen, He can be 
safely trusted about anything else. The trustworthiness of the Old Testament 
is, in fact, inseparable from the trustworthiness of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and if 
we believe that He is the true Light of the World, we shall close our ears against 
suggestions impairing the credit of those Jewish Scriptures which have received 
the stamp of His Divine authority.” It would be impossible to put more 
concisely the far-reaching importance of the point at issue than Canon Léddon 
does in these words. “ The question is whether He with whom in life and in 
death we Christians have to do is a fallible or the infallible Christ.” 


The result, so far, of these protests is that the Rev. C. Gore publishes “ Errata” 
to be inserted in the new edition of ‘‘ Luz Mundi,” in which some little effort is 
made to modify the statements which have justly given offence. It is stated 
apologetically that ‘‘ whatever limitations of knowledge our Lord submitted Himself 
to in His incarnation were deliberate self-limitations taken upon Himself in 
pursuance of His purpose of love.” But how could it be that He who traces His 
words to even a higher source of origin than Himself, who says, “I have not 
spoken of (or ‘from’ R.V.) myself but the Father, which sent me, He gave 
me a commandment what I should say and what I should speak” 
should deliberately take upon Himself self-limitations of knowledge in 
relation to that which forms so prominent a subject of His teaching as the worth 
and value of the Scriptures? We hope that it is from a sense of the grievous 
mistake (to say the least) which he has made that Mr. Gore adds: “It is plain, 
however, that the bearing of our Lord’s language and of the doctrine of the 
inearnation on critical problems requires further treatment.” 


Much good may be looked for from this discussion if it direct more attention 
than is usually given to the subject of the authority of Scripture. Canon Liddon's 
sermon ought to be in the hands of every minister in the kingdom, so noble is 
the testimony which it affords to the trustworthiness of the Bible. This may be 
well said to be the question of the day, and the Bible has nothing to fear from 
the question being thoroughly ventilated. The German critics, to whom it is the 
fashion just now to bow down, indulge in conjectures which seem popular in pro- 
portion to their wildly destructive character. It is well to be reminded that this 
destructive criticism not only tends to destroy the authority of Scripture, but of 
Him whose words the Scriptures are. “It is inconceivable (says Canon Liddon) 
that if Deuteronomy and the Chronicles were composed in the manner that is 
now asserted by some adherents of the new school of criticism, these books could 
ever have been organs of the Spirit of Truth, or could have been recommended to 
us by Him who proclaimed before His judge, ‘To this end was I born, and for 
this cause came I into the world that I should bear witness unto the Truth.’” ~ 


~ 


| 
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Mr. Gladstone also comes to the resene in an interesting article in Good 
Words on “The Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” He takes different 
ground from that of Canon Liddon, not contesting the conclusions of the critics, 
but only endeavouring to show that even if their assumptions were true, they only 
affect the form in which Mie revelation has been made to us, not the substance. 
But he concedes far too\much to criticism when he says: ‘It has long been 
known that . . . a portion of the prophecies included in the Book of Isaiah 
were later than his time.” This is more than any one ought to concede, as the 
Speaker’s Commentary in its preface to the prophet Isaiah very well shows. 
Why, too, should he deprecate any controversy with the critics on the part of 
those whom he describes (including himself amongst the number) as “ in- 
competent to interfere.” Surely it does not require a knowledge of Hebrew to 
know that our Lord has sanctioned the Old Testament Canon as it stood in His 
time, and as we know that it is the same we have now, those who disparage the 
trustworthiness of the Old Testament really disparage (as Canon Liddon well puts 
it) the trustworthiness of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. This is a question on 


which every Christian is fully competent to interfere. 


Communications reach us from abroad testifying to the general satisfaction 
afforded to the different branches of the Evangelical Alliance by the Inter- 
national Conference of next year having been fixed to be held, in April, at 
Florence. It is interesting to look back upon the eight similar International 
Conferences which have been held since the founding of the Alliance in 1846, at 
the following places and times: London (1851), Paris (1855), Berlin (1857), 
Geneva (1861), Amsterdam (1867), New York (1878), Basle (1879), Copenhagen 
(1884), and to remember the various results which have sprung from them, some 
of which have greatly helped forward the spread of the Gospel. For example, 
the Conference at Paris in 1855 led to the Emperor Napoleon offering a plot of 
ground in the Paris Exhibition of '67 for the Salle Evangelique, an offer which at 
the time so amazed the Council that the letter in which it was made was at first 
regarded asa hoax. The Word of Life was thereby ministered to persons of 
various nationalities, a number not less than 120,000 during the great 
Exhibition of 1867. And again, at the Exhibition in 1878, the Alliance had 
its Salle Evangelique, although this time outside the Exhibition grounds. Last 
year, also, a similar work was done, but on this occasion the Evangelical Alliance 
co-operated with the McAll Mission, the British & Foreign Bible Society, and 
the Religious Tract Society in carrying out the arrangements. The International 
Conference at Geneva, in 1861, led to the movement in behalf of the better 
observance of the Lord’s-day on the Continent, a movement which happily still 
continues. And so in regard to each of the great International gatherings of 
the Alliance similar results might be enumerated. 

Sad news comes from Uganda. Mr. Mackay, the devoted lay missionary of 
the Church Missionary Society in that region, has fallen a victim to fever. We 
only lately called attention to the testimony borne by Mr. Stanley to the real and 
abiding character of his work. He wrote: ‘I take this powerful body of native 
Christians—who prefer exile for the sake of their faith—as more substantial 
evidenee of the work of Mackay than any number of imposing structures clustered 
together and called a mission station would be.” In a letter to the Press, Mr. | 
Wigram (Hon. Secretary of the Church Missionary Society) says: “ Mr. Mackay 


had a large share in the patient teaching of the people of Uganda which resulted 


within about three months of that time, | I 
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in the conversion of hundreds to Christianity, and in the reduction of the language 
to writing, with the translation of portions of Scripture, prayers, ete.” He arrived 
at Uganda in 1878, and “from that time till 1887 Uganda was his home. Other 
missionaries went and came—he stayed on. At length the bitter hostility of the 
Arab traders virtually drove him out; but even then he would not come to 
England, but remained at the south end of the great lake where Mr. Stanley 
found him in September last, and where, we presume, he has now died.” 


We would call the attention of our readers to the first part of a translation 
of Dr. Dalton’s pamphlet on the state of the Baltic Provinces with which we 
furnish them in this number. We hope to continue the same in three more 
parts. It is in the form of an open letter to the head of the Russian Synod (M. 
Pobedonoszeft), and it was rumoured that not only had it reached his eyes, but 
those also of the Emperor ; but whether it will lead to any permanent ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the Lutherans in those Provinces remains to be seen. 
Those who are able to attend the Annual Conversazione of the Evangelical 
Alliance, which is to be held, by the kind permission of Dr. Angus, at the 
Regent's Park College, on May 18, will, it is hoped, have the opportunity of 
hearing the Rev. J. D. Kilburn, who has lately returned from the Baltic 
Provinces, and who is writing the interesting letters about the state of things 
there, the second of which appears in our present number. 


These papers will convince our readers that the Council of the British 
Evangelical Alliance have been rightly directed in not too hastily moving 
on behalf of those oppressed in the Baltic Provinces, seeing that the sufferers 
themselves deprecate such interposition as being only calculated to injure their 
prospects. On the other hand, the testimony (coming as it does from those 
whose information is derived on the spot and through authentic sources) which 
these papers bear to the loyalty of the Lutherans towards the Russian Govern- 
ment will, we hope, show the unreasonableness and untruthfulness of the charges 
of disloyalty, which are too often urged as an excuse for the harsh treatment 
which is meted out to the Lutherans in the Baltic Provinces. 


PERSONAL RELIGION. 


(Extract from Diary of the late Rev. Cuartes Simon, of Cambridge.) 
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since I began to seek after God; and =, # adorable Saviour; for though, alas! 
ve had deep and abundant cause for 
after much humiliation and , | found | humiliation, I have never ceased to wash 
peace through taat Lamb God who | in that fountain that was opened for sin 
‘taketh away the sins of the world.’ if 
About half a year after that, I had some the tender mercy of my reconciled God. 
doubts and fears about my state, in conse- “With this sweet. 
quence of an erroneous notion which I had | with God, I have always cntorel mock much 
imbibed about the nature of saving faith. cheerfulness before men; but I have at 
But when I found that j faith was | the same time laboured incessantly to 
a-faith of affiance, and not a faith of assur- | cultivate the deepest humiliation 
ance, my peace returned ; because, though | God. I have always judged it better to 
I had not a faith of assurance, I had as/| loathe myself the more in ion as I 
fall a conviction that I relied on the Lord | was assured that God was pacified towards 
as 


| of my own existence. From that time to| ‘‘ There are but two objects that I have 
the present hour I have never for a/ ever desired for these forty years to behold : ‘ 
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THE SOLDIERS OF ITALY. 
Capellini and his colporteur during the 
time of the manauvres, when the 
army is under canvas in the country is of 
great moment. At these occasions the 
various regiments are massed , and 
now is the time when thousands of tracts and 
portions of God's Word are freely offered 
and in numberless instances accepted. 
Signor Capellini visits the various station 
churches, if the ion may be allowed. 
These consist of such soldiers as may 


Piterbo, Spoleto, 
Caserta, and Rieti, 
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which took place recently, was the| who have persevered in attending the 
thirteenth ee eee in- | services have been sadly persecuted. The 
teresting on account of opening of a | aumbers in the Sunday-school are from 
| new church in Catania at the same time. her 
The details furnished regarding the work _ Riesi.— matters are more encourag- 
effected during the twelvemonth afford | ing, about ye attending public 
ground for encouragement. service on the . There is much 
Palermo.—The number of commoni- | spiritual life ameng thon. In the day- 
cants is ninety schools 200 children meet for instruction, 
catechumens, and the two Sabbath 120 attend the Sabbaeth-school, and 100 
pupils uent the night-school. The 
is to be regretted that the Government 
Inspector of Schools does not regard the 
effort with much favour. This is probably 
sistent in their walk and conversation. | because he is but little acquainted with the 
There work actually going on. 
herents. uterine the work goes on well. 
more itual life among some of 
and a the members the church. "The daily 
the elementary school and also the Sunday- 
and w school is well attended and the scholars 
make good progress. 
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years by that devoted and energetic servant 
of Christ, Signor Capellini, has during the 
past year, as formerly, been crowned with 
success. Those who visit Rome, and take 
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es enguirers, and ocated in certam towns, and are under 
| thoughtful men meet often for fellowship | the care of some godly soldier. wig me 
| and instruction. Here, not only religious | for prayer tod Viet of God’s Word, 
: exhortation, prayer, counsel and friendly | and at certain seasons their beloved chief 
intercourse take place, but there are also | pastor comes among them and celebrates 
educational classes which are much ap-| with them the Lord’s Supper. Such 
| preciated by the military. seasons as these are indeed times of refresh- 
The Chiesa Militare di Roma enjoys | ing from the presence of the Lord: 
3 greater liberty than was at one time its eruzia, Civita Vecchia, 
portion. The constitution giving liberty and other places are 
| promulgation faithfully of believing soldiers constituting a station 
the Government. Dot fa the eather 
F- of Signor Capellini’s work, the vigilance regarded as churches or bodies of true 
and animosity of the priesthood made | believers, having a deacon appointed as 
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wipes the 
of banishment for life, some|in the great decisions which so often 
the Caucasus, some to Western | depend upon him, and that he may, ere 
Siberia. Why? Simply because they , be led to grant liberty of conscience 
cannot agree with all the ings of the | to the millions who long for that liberty 


Greek Church. Is this right? it as it | throughout his empire. 
i Joux D. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN RUSSIA. 


Aw Open Letrrer To tHE Heap or tHe Rvusstan Synop (Privy Cocncriior 
PoseponoszErr) BY THE Rev. Hermann Darton, 

z have already referred to this docu- | now prepared an English edition, in 
My pages of Evangelical Chris- pamphlet form, and we hope very soon to 
in issues for September able to announce that copies can be 
and October 1889 a summary was given obtained in London. In the meantime, 
in English of the letter, which had just | we have thought it desirable to place the 
then been : i whole letter before our readers; but this 
Duncker & Humblot, of Leipzig, have | we can only do eaten 
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and the Lutheran Church. No one will ; who seem to have consecrated their powers 
io “Waly and devoted their to prevent the 
Baltic Provinces. Nikilism is to | grating this They are 
flourish there in future years as it has | the enemies of Russia, enemies unintention- 
never flourished in past ones. Few who My 
know the real state of the Baltic Provinces thie is granted Russia will never 
but will admit that the way the Greek | what Russia ought to be. 
Church has acted, has led to great and| Where is the state that has denied liberty 
wide-spread dissatisfaction if not even | of conscience and hasrisen to true greatness? 
more. It pains me thus to write, but I fear | There are some who a to teach that 
that facts will ene day prove, beyend| if: men are not membere of the Greek 
doubt, that the statement is but too true. (Church they will not be loyal to the 
As people read and hear of the persecu- | Russian Emperor; but that hey are, 
tions against the Lutherans they ask,| then they will. Is this true? Is the 
“But when these Provinces were ceded | Emperor always able to trust all who 
to Russia did not Kussia solemnly agree to leave their names on the lists of the Greek 
protect the Lutheran Church?” When) Church? (Cap he, or can his ministers, 
it has to be admitted that she did, can we | always trust most those who are apparently 
wonder that the opinion formed is not | most zealous in their attendance at that 
favourable to Russia. The Government Church? Was this the test applied in 
did promise this, and it is undoubtedly | choosing the soldiers who stood nearest to 
true that the Russian Government ought the Emperor on the way to the coronation? 
to have kept its treaties, but I believe, in Was there one thing occurred, then, that 
many cases, the authorities in St. Peters- | proves that dissent from the Greek Church 
burg did not know that they were break- | means disloyalty to the Kussian Emperor ? 
ing those treaties so fully as they were. I| Again, I would ask, have those who 
may be wrong, bat I believe that come have plotted against the Government in 
who are responsible for much that has | the past and who have sought to imbrue 
taken place in the Baltic Provinces have | their bands in their Emperor's bleod 
given their consent thereto, because they — been Lutherans, or Paschkovites, 
believed that the people themselves really | or Molochans, or Stundists? Have they im 
wished to join the Greek Church. —_ been such? 
What is needed in Russia is, not the ere formal, outward union with some 
stopping of this persecution here, or that icular church will never make a man 
| aye there, but liberty of conscience. boyal to hisearthly monarch. Living faith 
ill that -is granted many of Russia’s | in God and loving reverence for the teach- 
noblest subjects and truest sons must | ings of His Word always do this. The 
continue to weep and suffer. There are | man who is true to his God is never dis- 
some in her prisons now, whose lives are | loyal to his sovereign. 
: ure and shen influence is ennobling.| Let us never cease to pray, that he who 
Tce 40 coms such who, as I write these | occupies the trying and nsible position 
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both ir 
od ho 
| our 
to the 
Th 
i” 
xten 
thi: 
tig 
furt 
: 
i= 
, que la Russie fut mise en présence du 
isme dans la personne dee anciens cheva.- 
l’ordre teutonique qui lui avaient barré | 
la mer Baltique. Détruisant tout ce qui 
expression has reference to the action of 
wnish Church in her relations with Russia. 
last crust with the prisoner, however latter is described as follows : “introduit par 
| ctiminal, thus turning the dark path by which the | le Polonisme avec lequel il s'est identifié par 
I felon is to reach the far-off land of exile into a malheur, le Catholicisme déclara une guerre fn. 
way illuminated by the rays of loving pity. placable & l'orthodoxie, se mit & exterminer partout | 
give pela nad | €léments russes au nom de la domination 
fave of distinctly in the | polonaise, et sous égide de son drapeau, conduisit 
face of the world, this noble characteristic of your plus d'une fois les légi polonaises jusqu’au 
countrymen. Indeed you have the unenviable coeur de la Russie. . . History has 
courage of hurling accusations from the secure firmed isolated features of this account. The mis- 
your exalted station upon the which creates a current of party feeling 
| icted. In the fanaticism which dictates these cangerous alike to Russia and the Baltic Provinces 
accusations you do not shrink from reproaching in is false assumption that Germanism and 
. terms of disdain those unfortunate men who are Lutheranism in those provinces are as closely con 
condemned to silence, with fillin Europe with nected as once were Catholicism and Polonization, 
lamentations. Do nat know that one deeply | withthe same 
. wounded is ‘silent, the gaping wound speaks ~ Means to realize them. 
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persecution of the C 
; statistical reports—the you would 
; the members of the y consider the 
ig 
sctive confessions, as exc 
4 sealed by the 
= the tenes of Abraham. 
nat diversity of creeds 
fathe therto, it has met evident. 
; f the inhabitants of the Caucasian 
| ve been peacefully united to Russia, 
FR hen im point of fact, they were sacri- 
fe’s blood in the effort to their 
, ; then should the Grecks, Roumanians, 
hited to Russia through community af 
(To be continued.) 
CHINA. 
A MESSAGE FROM CHINESE CHRISTIANS TO CHRISTIANS OF” 
GREAT BRITAIN. | 
(4 Condensed Translation.) 
| New Year 1890. reference i - 
Tx Christian Churches of ‘Carton’ | J 
the Christian Church ef China to co-operate 
. England. . . . This year, when i in abolishing the 
our annual New Year's meetings, we Having been told: this, 
fayoured with « visit from a W. thereby to prepare this 
how fhe told representatives of all ogr 
| Christians in to the n ing your Churches, pas- 
tine fixed dor the 
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NERAL FIELD, C.B., reported that he | Mts. Mackay 

¥ had visited Ramsgate on the 16th March. residence (The an 
A large company of members:and friends {on the 

| invited by W. G. Hobershon, Esq.,’ "many ‘lands. The’ 
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Baancu.—The Rev. H. O. feelings appeared to eee in such 
to the propa! to eld the forme:ly took place the Popes 
ae the Alliance at Florence in | in a has not 
the Branch feel sincere gratification was seen 
sso to hold such a , be desirable to avoid every appearance of aggressive 
council in kaly, and we bravado (so to speak)—an anti-catholic movement 
to our brethren in that country in all of as it were. After mature consultation and delibera- 
cadeavours to uphold the standard of pure religion, | tion the Central Committee in London, together 
with the various branches in other countries, 
outed cnauae. on the | decided to propose Florence. Its secretary, Mr. 
of success by the blessing of God, | Arnold, has visited the Vaudois Valicys and 
attended their efforts, and we carnestly pray Florence with a view to bringing this about. 
such a mecting, if beld, may result in a greater 
throughout the world, with | middle of April 1891. is an spor 
full fruit, in the line of cementing more firmly the | for such a gathering. It is the central city in the 
bonds of union between those who love the Lord | kingdom, a link between north and south, full of 
Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. If the Confer- | delightful memories, and lovely in itself and situa- 
| ence is held as proposed, we shall endeavour to | dion; it seems the most suitable place for a 
arrange to send a delegate.” whose end is to promote peace and goo!- 
it of various ecclesiastical constituions, 
The Zimes newspaper, of March 17, | ,.cicus nationalities, and which have in the past, 
| hed, in a prominent position, the | as also in the present, been imbued with, and up to 
| letter, written by the British | « certain point, have carried out the aims of the 
secretary from Florence :— Evangelical Alliance. Florence is the seat and 
centre of several important Christian undertakings. : 
“Evaworuicat Attiance | con show a composed of a number of 
) Iraty.—To the Editor of the Times.—Sir,—May I distinguished Chatstians, of which the Theological 
| ask for a small portion of your valuable space to | Coitege may be said to be the nucleus. No other 
city offers such advantages, taking all in all, as 
| interest to Evangelical Christians in all ? | does Florence. At Florence, then, in the spring of 
the coming year, deputies from all parts of the 
| hold ope of the Conferences of the world will meet under the auspices of the Evan- 
project. it is now arranged to convene the ninth 
faring Apri 1091. Jodging from | tne coming event, we hope that our brethren of the 
French Branch will not remain inactive. It is 
; be will hail with joy such a gathering of greatly to be desired that wherever any committees 
wait and members exist among us here, in various parts 
~ of France, that they should snest and tabe 
eight previous similar Conferences, held in some py The 
of the principal cities of Europe and in New York, 
were attended by large numbers of Christians of 
: en ee ro tunity to revive it, and make it a living force once 
more. We havea yeartodoitin. Let us to work 
“hed then! Let us be united! Let us encourage 
cannot fail to be of equal interest. In the carly s Ives a spirit of union, of i oan 
of religions port and fraternal love; and among the members 
and the Madiai, after of the different churches also. 
dag on. Ought we to allow zeal in matters ecclesiastic te 
extinguish Christian love? Is there any reason 
, same Society which will now hold its Ninth Inter- | Why the one should destroy the other? Are they 
. national Conference on the soil of free Italy, and | incompatible with each other? If it should be so, 
ee on the spot which witnessed its successful | Which God forbid, then say we, perish the zeal for 
) cette tantly tote years ago.—I am, Sir, yours, | ecclesiasticism! But no, one may love one’s own 
44 &c.” church, without hating that of others, or those who 
Our French contemporary, L’ Eglise great object of the Alliance to promote 
brotherly love among the members of 
iia The next General Conference of the Evangelical May we so put in practice this essential spirit of 
. been thought over for some time. The idea of ws to Florence the testimony thet our churches ie 
he holding one of these grand demonstrations in Rome | France are on to perfection, conserving the 
it had a great attraction for many. Protestant | unity of the in the bond of peace. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


159 
| 
of the E | 
city 
in diferent 
| York. They 
om all parts of the 
much work to do from the . 


Q 


VANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


? : 


. 

~ 


i< 


160 [May 1, 1800. 
| RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN THE BALTIC PROVINCES OF RUSSIA. 
sad to comme to be. breaking sent to prison for 
. Oh 1981, Pastor Frans Nerling | the Church, yet their consciences 
was sentenced by the Criminal Court at | did not allow them to have their children 
Revel to twelve months’ imprisonment and | baptized in it. 
CONFERENCE. 
The meeting having 
a the Rey. J. Beazley, for 
sf 5. on « 
| x Kisen Lord ;" and the 
t 
of 
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